CHAPTER    XV
THE MAN AND HIS MEMORIAL
THE most astounding phenomenon of history is the degree
to which pioneers and prophets, who were despised and
persecuted by the potentates of their age, have emerged
slowly as spiritual teachers and honoured emancipators:
while simultaneously the said potentates, who bustled about
with so much show of power, have receded into the habita-
tions of pigmies and ghosts.
Jesus Christ was first crucified and afterwards acclaimed
"The Saviour of the World93. But the "mighty" men of his
day are now remembered chiefly for their weakness and
arrogance, their lack of vision and faith. Every civilization
yet known has repeatedly been guilty of first stoning
its prophets and afterwards erecting monuments to their
memory.
Nor has quite modern history much deviated from this
ancient rule! Many of the one-time celebrities whose three-,
four- or even five-volume "Lives" filled honoured places on
our grandfathers3 shelves are not even a name to-day,
oblivion having claimed them. But, even as they fade away,
a tiny band of their contemporaries have emerged as giants;
and, strangely, these latter were generally treated by the
former with contempt. The former were mostly militarists
and party politicians, intoxicated by the flattery of creeping
sycophants, or obsessed by the notion that they were born
to rule: the latter were chiefly crusaders and pioneers who,
looking forward in faith to a Better Age, inspired their
fellows to work for its dawn.
Few names, for instance, kindle such admiration to-day as
those of William Wilberforce, Lord Shaftesbury and
Abraham Lincoln. All were pioneers of great emancipating
crusades. All were inspired by an idealism which led them
to consecrate their every talent, not to a career but a cause.